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Foreword

TheLearningSocietiesConferencein Iranhasbeenorganizedandsponsoredby

the Centerfor InternationalScientificStudies& Collaboration(CISSC),affiliated

to the Ministry of Science,Research& Technologyof the IslamicRepublicof

Iran. The old name for this center was ISMO,International ScientificMeetings

Office, which was establishedin 1999 with the help of Dr. Mansoorian,from

Sharif University. However,after the Ministry of Higher Educationchangedits

nameto the Ministry of Science,Research& Technologywith a broadermission,

this centeralsochangedits nameandscopeof work.

Themainelementsof CISSCmissionareasfollows:

Å Identificationof the scientificandtechnologicalneedsof our country

Å Identificationof current trendsandopportunitiesin the world

ÅDeveloping links with the international community, taking into account

political,culturalandsocialsensitivities

ÅOrganizing and/or sponsoring relevant international seminars and

conferences

After learning about the Learning Societies (LS) network, followed by the

invitation of a few LSmembersto Iranlast year,CISSCdecidedto host the sixth

LSmeeting inTehran.Thisis for severalkeyreasons:

1- The principles,valuesand the worldview of the LearningSocietiesnetwork

provides a fresh outlook to the current state of the world, while

fundamentally challenging dominant global trends for ȰÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȱand

ȰÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȱȟaspropagatedby dominantWesternparadigms.

2- Breaking out of the East/West, Developed/Underdeveloped,Modern/

Traditionaldichotomies,which is at the core of the LS worldview, hasmany

common themes with the IslamicRepublicof )ÒÁÎȭÓȰÎÅÉÔÈÅÒWestern,nor-

%ÁÓÔÅÒÎȱfoundation principle. Iran is going through a difficult transition in its

struggle for defining its own path and the diverse experiencesof the LS

networkcanopenupnewinsightsfor us.

3- The modern educationalsystemhasnot only beenusedasthe backboneof

colonization and Western domination, but has severely damaged our

individual and community health, degradedthe environment under a false

perception of ȰÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȱand has robbed us of the ability for self-

learning. It is very important for Iran not to blindly follow global trends, just

becausethe majority of countries are doing so. As the need has been felt

since the beginning of the revolution and emphasizedby our leaders,a

transformation in our educational system is required, not just from a

methodological perspective, but more importantly from ontological and

epistemologicalstandpoints.
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As you canseein this document, the abovepoints are deeplyelaboratedto

provide our readerswith a new outlook to current and future trends. For

CISSC,this conferencewas a turning point in redefining and giving new

directionsto our scientific,researchandtechnologicalpolicy-making,aspart

of our mission. Wehopethat it canservethe samepurposefor othersaswell,

in all government,publicandprivatesectors.

Theconferencewasheld in two parts: i) 6 half-daysessionsin Tehran,with a

broaderparticipationof Iraniansfrom different sectorsto learnaboutLS,and

ii) 2 daysin Jajrood,with participation for thosefamiliar with the LSnetwork

to shareexperienceswithin the network. Thisdocumentis preparedwith the

aim of capturing the meetings in Jajrood and the Tehran conference

proceedingsare preparedas a separatedocument. We will try to distribute

both documentsto relevantpolicy makingbodies,who couldnot attend the

conference.

At the endI would like to acknowledgethe supportof the Ministry of Science,

Technologyand Researchin the initiation and approvalof the conference. I

deeplyappreciatethe sincereefforts of Dr. Ghahremaniand her colleagues,

who helped us create links with the LS network and to define meaningful

themes for the conference,in addition to facilitating the dialogues. I would

also like to thank my colleaguesat CISSCwho worked whole-heartedly to

organize the conference. Needlessto say, we ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔhave a conference

without our internationalguestsacceptingour invitation. I really thank them

for coming to Iran, amid their busyschedules. I would alsolike to thank Mr.

Yassemifor helping us with the coordinationof the conferenceand also for

the documentation. Finally,)ȭÄlike to acknowledgethe participation of our

Iranianguestswho acceptedour invitation.

Dr. HosseinMohammadiDoostdar

CISSCDirector

May2008,Tehran
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Editorial note

LearningSocietiesis referredto a network of thinkers,activists,organizations

and communities around the globe (mostly from countries in Asia, South

America and Africa) who aim to unfold what has been made invisible or

suppressed due to colonization, modernization and one-dimensional

economicgrowth. The network aims to regain the natural health, beauty and

diversity existing in societiesby learning and living new alternatives, while

denouncing the dichotomies of traditional/ modern, East/West,

underdeveloped/developed, body/mind. The main concern is about

distinguishingauthenticfrom unauthentic.

The Learning Societiesnetwork has tried to hold annual meetings with the

activeȰÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȱand other interested participantsto shareexperiencesand

to shapethe path ahead. The first two meetingswere held in India (Udaipur

2002 and Bombayin Jan2004), followed by the 3rd meeting in Jordanin late

2004, the 4th in Brazil in 2005, the 5th in Pakistanin 2006 and the meeting in

Iran(TehranandJajrood)wasthe 6th in Sep2007.

This document, which we would like to call Ȱ3ÏÇÈÁÔ-e 3ÁÆÁÒȱ(meaning a

souvenirfrom our journey together) is preparedwith the aim of sharingsome

of the insights of the meeting in Jajrood. Hopefully, it could also serveas a

reminderfor thosewho participatedin the meetingsto reflect on someof the

main themes,questions,picturesand memoriesthat emergedin the journey.

It is needlessto emphasizethat any form of ȰÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȰis at most an

interpretation of asmallgroupfrom a richvarietyof experiencesthat will never

renderthemselvesto beȰÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄȱandexpressedin words.

ThisSoghat isbrought to youby a few of the travelersin Iran,who gatheredin

a few meetings after the week-long journey to sharetheir memoriesand to

reflect on the selectionof the parts worth highlighting asa gift for others. We

havealsotried to adhereto the principleof diversityby sharingthe viewsof as

manyparticipantsaspossible. However,if for any reasonsomeviewpointsare

under-representedin the documentation,this is by no meansintentional and

wewouldwelcomedirect feedbackon anyunwantedmisrepresentation.

Moreover,the gathering took placein two venuesin Tehranand Jajrood. This

document has only attempted to reflect on the Jajrood sessions. So, the

presentations/ discussions/dialoguesof individualsand groupsin the Tehran

meetingsarereflectedin a separatedocument.
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Wehavealsotried to take a glimpseof the gatheringsandsomediscussionsin

an accompanyingDVD. We hope that you find this gift worthwhile in opening

up new windowsof thought for you and in inspiringyou to continuallysearch

for better questions,even if you find no answers!We would appreciateif you

shareyour feedbackandcommentswith usthrough the emailaddressbelow.

I would like to acknowledgethe efforts of two peoplespecifically. We owe the

connectionof )ÒÁÎȭÓnetwork to the LearningSocieties global network to Dr.

SuesanGhahremani,who has for many years been a forerunner in creating

alternative learningspacesin Iran, especiallyin the field of languagelearning.

And, we owe the possibility of having the conferencein Iran to Dr. Hossein

Doostdar, Director of the Center for International Scientific Studies &

Collaboration (CISSC),affiliated to the Ministry of Science, Research &

Technologyof the IslamicRepublicof Iran. Finally,we thank all of our guests

who acceptedour invitation to join usin this learningjourneyandwe hopethat

wemeet againin the nearfuture.

AydinYassemi

IranConferenceCoordinator

May2008, Tehran,Iran

a.yassemi@gmail.com
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Highlights, insights and learning from 

the gathering

4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔ 

words to express. But, I feel that this is the right place to be at 

ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅȢ )Ô ÆÅÅÌÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÍ 

so grateful and thankful for this opportunity for being together. 

)Ô ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÕÎÉÑÕÅȢ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÁÎÙ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇÓ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 

world. But, there is something around here which is not making 

me competitive, not making me feel that I have to say the right 

things at the right time and that I have to perform something, 

ÔÈÁÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÆÕÌ ÈÅÒÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ 

different from the rest of the gatherings. This is my experience. 

This is the second time I am here. I was here also last year. I feel 

that I am absorbed here. 

Quratulain
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Session 1 highlights:

Open dialogue

Thu 6 Sep 2007 ɀMorning
How the session evolved:
(Timing is approximate)

Main theme:

I don't think we have any frame 

for this morning. So, you put the 

frame, whatever you want to say. 

The floor is actually open for 

anyone to choose whatever they 

want to say. If you want to talk 

about what happened yesterday 

morning that's fine, last night in 

the concert that's fine, last week 

that's fine, last 30 years that's 

fine, last 66 years fine (I'm 

talking about my age!). Anything 

you want to say that comes from 

your heart, it's fine.  

Munir

As soon as I say I am a Muslim, 

you say Iõm a Christian or Iõm 

an atheist or whatever,  then 

we canõt talk to each other! So, 

the doors are closed. 

Suesan Ghahremani
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08:30-

09:30

Groupbreakfast

Some participants arrived from Tehran

09:30-

09:50

Munirôs invitation for open space 

dialogue, followed by Suesan 

Ghahremaniós opening and key 

questions raised for dialogue

09:50-

11:30

Group dialogue based on personal 

experiences

11:30-

12:00
Breakand refreshments

12:00-

13:30
Continuationof morning dialogue

13:30-

15:00
Lunch break and end of session 1.



Session 1: Open dialogue

But when we talked about the topic of òhealthó, I 

thought my hejabis a sign of health for me. And it 

is something beyond the health that we have about 

environment, in schools and about knowledge. It is 

something else. However,  as we talked about the 

Western influence, I feel that since the Americans 

have not made the brochures, books or the text 

for me to explain how my hejab is my health, then I 

have nothing to say! 

Even if I do talk about it or if I show it, it may seem 

in a way to some people ridiculous or it may seem 

somehow shallow or weak. It has many 

interpretations. But, as we went through this 

experience of collecting plastic or becoming aware 

of food, I became aware of so many things I have 

learned through Americans who tell us to do this 

and that. But they have never told me how to talk 

about my hejab. So, I have no vocabulary for it. 

From the education I have, I donõt have anything to 

say that to have a healthy environment I am having 

my hejab. And my hejab is not just this dress that I 

wear, or that I cover my hair and my body. It is 

something much beyond that, which has people in 

it, it has history in it, it has the whole environment 

in it and so many other things that I really have to 

think and wonder about. 

7ÈÁÔ ) ÁÍ ÁÎÇÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 

words to explain this, because we have been 

waiting for [American] books or brochures to 

explain it for me and for others to accept it. Even 

ÌÉËÅ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÆ 

×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÍÅÎȠ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÈÅÊÁÂȢ 3Ïȟ ÔÈÅ 

ÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÁÙȟ ×ÈÅÎ (ÁÒÌÅÎÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÄÏ ÁÎ 

ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ 0ÁÎÔÏÍÉÍÅȟ ) ÓÁÉÄ ×ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÉÔ 

with women together and men will also do theirs 

ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÕÒ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ (ÅÊÁÂȢ
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Suesan Ghahremani

Last night I was thinking about the things that 

happened and what we said. I was trying to 

figure out for myself what these things mean. I 

came back to the concept of Islam. I donõt 

know how to define Islam. I donõt like the way I 

would say Iõm a Muslim, and someone else 

would say Iõm a Christian or Iõm a Zoroastrian 

and so on. I think there is something wrong 

there. When I say Iõm Suesan, you see me in a 

very different way than when I say Iõm a Muslim. 

There is something I want to say when I say òI 

am a Muslimó and I want to discover that and 

see what does that mean. The word Islam itself 

means peace, security, faith and there is 

something that we have in Arabic òHagh & 

Bateló. Hagh is the truth and Batel is something 

that is not the truth. There is one kind of truth 

that I think is very close to what Jinan calls the 

biological order inside of us, so that when we 

get rid of this outward structure and systems 

that have been imposed on us, we come to that 

real truth of ourselves. I think when I say òI am 

a Muslimó, I am trying in a way to say that I feel 

these things. 

But I never think that I can tell 
�Ç�}�µ���š�}���o���š�[�•���P�}���Z���À�����ZVozoo�[��
�š�}�P���š�Z���Œ�U���o�]�l�����^�Z���u�u�]���•���Ç�•���^�o���š�[�•��
go experience this food without 
�u�����š�_�X���/�(���/���•���Ç���]�š�U���‰���}�‰�o�����Á�}�µ�o����
�•���Ç���^�š�Z���š�[�•�������D�µ�•�o�]�u��
�(�µ�v�����u���v�š���o�]�•�š���š���o�l�]�v�P�_�J

Suesan Ghahremani


